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LADY DISDAIN
written by LAUREN' M. GUNDERSON
Directed by SEAN DANIELS
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ASOLO REPERTORY THEATRE

Peter Rothstein Producing Artistic Director Ross Egan Managing Director
Proudly Present
The Rolling World Premiere of

DISDAIN

LADY DISDAIN
Written by LAUREN M. GUNDERSON
Directed by SEAN DANIELS

Scenic Design Costume Design Lighting Design Sound Design and Hair, Makeup,
LAWRENCE E. NICOLE JESCINTH BRIAN J. LILIENTHAL Original Music and Wig Design

MOTEN Il SMITH DANIEL ERDBERG and MICHELLE HART

URSULA KWONG BROWN
Intimacy Coordinator Casting Stage Manager Assistant Stage Manager
SUMMER DAWN WALLACE MURNANE CASTING NIA DEONNA BENN HANNA HAGERTY

CHAD ERIC MURNANE, CSA &
AMBER SNEAD, CSA

CO-PRODUCERS

EVEN COLLINSWORTH FUND, in honor of JOAN H. WOOD *

CARYL KAPLAN and NANCY MARKLE
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
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Directors are members of Stage Directors and Choreographers Society; Designers are members of the United Scenic Artists Local USA-829;
Backstage and Scene Shop Crew are members of IATSE Local 412.
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AFFILIATIONS

Asolo Repertory Theatre is a member of the
Theatre Communications Group (TCG), the League
of Resident Theatres (LORT), the National Alliance
for Musical Theatre (NAMT), Florida Professional
Theatre Association (FPTA), the Arts and Cultural
Alliance of Sarasota County and the Manatee County
Cultural Alliance.

UNION CREDITS

Asolo Rep operates under an agreement between
the League of Resident Theatres (LORT) and Actors’
Equity Association, the Union of Professional Actors
and Stage Managers in the United States, the Stage
Directors and Choreographers Society, and the United
Scenic Artists Local USA-829, IATSE Local 412 of the
International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees
and Moving Pictures Machine Operators of the United
States and Canada.

..  LORT

Communications

Group League of Resident Theatres

NAMT

NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR

MUSICAL
THEATRE

Florida
Professional
Theatres
Association

ASSOCIATION 1913

UNITED
SCENIC
ARTISTS

THE VIDEOTAPING OR MAKING OF ELECTRONIC OR OTHER
AUDIO AND/OR VISUAL RECORDINGS OF THIS PRODUCTION

AND DISTRIBUTING RECORDINGS OR STREAMS IN ANY
MEDIUM, INCLUDING THE INTERNET, IS STRICTLY

PROHIBITED, A VIOLATION OF THE AUTHOR(S)’S RIGHTS
AND ACTIONABLE UNDER UNITED STATES COPYRIGHT LAW.
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ACTORS' SOCIETY
EQUITY
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BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

OFFICERS

Beth Hirsch | Board Chair

Scott Greer | Vice Chair

Pauline Wamsler | Vice Chair
Charles Wilson | Treasurer

Mary Braxton Joseph | Secretary
Tom McLaughlin | General Counsel

Sondra Biller
Terry O. Brackett
Susan C. Buck
Lucy Calautti
Ann J. Charters
Carole Crosby
Ariane Dart
Jaime DiDomenico
L'Tanya Evans
Deborah A.
Farrington
Wendy Feinstein
Kathleen France
Teri A Hansen
David Harding
Lawrence Haspel
Judith Hofmann

Barbara Howton
Charlie Huisking
Caryl Barrie Kaplan
Ruth Kreindler

Lucie Lapovsky, Ph.D.

Enid Marshall

L. Scott Merritt
Nikol Miller
Sandra C. Miranda
Melanie Natarajan
Ellen Sandor
Chris Voelker
James Wadsworth
Marysue Wechsler
Mary Lou Winnick
Geri J. Yonover

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS

James Frazier

Dean, College of Fine Arts,

Florida State University
Richard McCullough

President,

Florida State University

PRESIDENT’S COUNCIL

Beverly Bartner
Bob Bartner

Linda DiGabriele
Andrew Economos
Herman Frankel

Carolyn Keystone
Beverly Koski
Nancy Markle
John Welch
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THE CAST

THE CREATIVES

SOPHIA ALAWI (Hannah) is a Moroccan-
American actress and recipient of a San
Francisco Bay Area Theatre Critics Circle
Award. Her Off-Broadway and regional
credits include: We Live in Cairo (New
York Theatre Workshop), A Christmas
Carol (McCarter Theatre Center), Nobody
Loves You (American Conservatory
Theater), The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time,
Evita, As You Like It, Twelfth Night, and Groundhog Day: The
Musical (San Francisco Playhouse), The Sound of Music (Hillbarn
Theatre), Somebody to Love (Rubicon Theatre), Spring Awakening
(Theatre Under The Stars), and In the Heights (Playhouse on Park).
TV: Law & Order: SVU. Singer-songwriter developing a short film.
@lioness.film | @sophiaintronaalawi

BEN CLARK (Claudio) is a Washington
D.C. based performer from Gaithersburg,
Maryland. He is an alumnus of the American
University Musical Theatre program. His
credits include: Next to Normal (Barrington
Stage Company, Roundhouse Theatre),
Jersey Boys (Toby’s Dinner Theatre), and
The Last 5 Years (Nextstop Theatre).

VERONIKA DUERR (Beatrice) is thrilled to
be making her Asolo Repertory Theatre
debut! This will make her 7th Gunderson
production! In her 25-year career, she
has dedicated herself to the creation
of new plays. She has worked all over
the country in new play workshops,
performed in the world premieres of
multiple plays, directed and devised new plays, produced new
plays, and written two plays of her own. Her favorite world-
premiere roles include Lurlene in The Tall Girls (Alliance Theatre),
Zoe in Ripe Frenzy (New Rep), Nan in Exit, Pursued By A Bear
(Synchronicity Theatre), and Sloan in Bleeding Hearts (Theatrical
Outfit). veronikaduerr.com
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MICHAEL FLOOD (Pedro) is a classically
trained actor, writer, and award-winning
comedy creator whose work spans
television, film, and theater. He holds an
MPFA from the Cleveland Play House/Case
Western Reserve University. His screen
credits include: SEAL Team (CBS), Jamaal
2.0(Here TV), Guiding Light, and acclaimed
stage productions such as The Mountaintop, Angels in America,
The African Company Presents Richard lll, and the Florida regional
premiere of The White Chip. A proud dad, comic con cosplayer, and
storyteller at heart, Michael creates bold, character-driven work that
reflects the world we’re sometimes afraid to face—and the future
he believes we can shape together.

CASEY MURPHY (Ben) Currently based
in Sarasota, Casey is making his first
appearance with Asolo Repertory
Theatre. His local credits include
\ Urbanite Theatre, Westcoast Black
. Theatre Troupe, Florida Studio Theatre,
' /i ! m and the Hermitage. Other credits include
Prague Shakespeare Company, Utah
Shakespeare Festival, Colorado New Play Festival, Magic
Theatre, Ensemble Studio Theatre, Eugene O’Neill Theater Center,
Bigfork Summer Playhouse, Cohoes Music Hall, and Michigan
Shakespeare Festival. Casey is a graduate of the University of
Michigan. Website: CaseyMMurphy.com; 1G: @case.murphy

L.

BRETT ASHLEY ROBINSON (Alice) is a
2021 Pew Fellow as well as a Barrymore
Award-winning actor, director, and
theatremaker based in Philadelphia. She
is the 2021 winner of the PEN America/
Jean Stein Oral History Grant for her
original work, Re-Enactment. She is a
company member of Applied Mechanics,
an immersive theatre company based in Philadelphia, and a member
of the HotHouse—the Tony Award-winning Wilma Theater’s resident
acting company. Much love to her partner David and dog Owen.
Credits include: The Appointment (NYTW), Twelfth Night, The Cherry
Orchard, Fairview (Wilma Theater), and A Midsummer Night's Dream
and Much Ado About Nothing (Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival).

NIA DEONNA BENN (Stage Manager) is a New Orleans-born
stage manager, director, and theatre artist with over eight years
of professional experience in regional theatre, touring productions,
and live events. Her recent credits include Production Stage
Manager for 7776, The Wiz, West Side Story, and Million Dollar
Quartet, along with national touring work on Rent. She is excited
to make her first appearance with Asolo Repertory Theatre as
Stage Manager for the world premiere of Lady Disdain and is
honored to join the company for this new production. Nia remains
committed to storytelling, collaboration, and creating strong
theatrical experiences through thoughtful leadership and stage
management.

SEAN DANIELS (Director) is an internationally known theatre
director, writer, and Artistic Director known for new work and
innovative community-based leadership. He is a Drama Desk
Award-winner and has been a NYTimes Critics' Pick as a director
and a writer. He is the Executive Director of the Recovery Arts
Project. As a director, his work has appeared at Manhattan Theatre
Club, and Lynn Redgrave Theatre (NYC), Southwark Playhouse and
St. James (London), Club eX and Prince Hotel Shinagawa (Tokyo),
Daegu Festival and Culture and Arts Theatre CT (Seoul), and many
wonderful regional theatres around the U.S.A: Kennedy Center,
Geffen Playhouse, ACT, Arena, Old Globe, etc. He is the former
Co-Founder and Artistic Director of Dad’s Garage in Atlanta, GA.

ROSS EGAN (Managing Director) is the Managing Director of
Asolo Repertory Theatre, one of the nation's premier regional
theatres. He holds an MBA and a BFA in Acting, and has built a
distinguished leadership career in the American theatre, including
founding Refuge Theatre Project, a Jeff Award-winning company
in Chicago celebrated for its groundbreaking productions. His
prior roles include Managing Director of Barter Theatre, one of
the longest-running professional theatres in the country, and
Director of Operations at the lllinois Shakespeare Festival. When
not at work, he can be found on the ice hockey rink.

DANIEL ERDBERG (Sound Design & Original Music) is thrilled to
be making his Asolo Repertory Theatre debut. His work has been
heard in New York at The Public, City Opera, 92Y, Roundabout, City
Center, Atlantic, and 59E59. Regional credits include: Pasadena
Playhouse, Arena Stage, Geva, Milwaukee Rep, The Geffen
Playhouse, ACT, Merrimack, Virginia Stage, and Long Wharf, as
well as productions in Korea, Japan, China, Canada, and Cuba.
Broadway associate credits include: The lceman Cometh (Tony

Nomination), Significant Other, Violet, The Glass Menagerie, A
Streetcar Named Desire, The Heiress, and The Nance (Tony Win).
Daniel is a member of IATSE, USA829, SDC, and the Lincoln Center
Director’s Lab. He is a graduate of Northwestern University and
former professor at Tisch/NYU.

LAUREN M. GUNDERSON (Playwright) has been one of the most
produced playwrights in America since 2015, topping the list
4 times, including this year. She is a two-time winner of the
Steinberg/ATCA New Play Award for / and You and The Book of
Will, the winner of the William Inge Distinguished Achievement
in Theatre Award, Lanford Wilson Award, Otis Guernsey New
Voices Award, Jeff Award, and a finalist for the Susan Smith
Blackburn Prize, the Arthur L. Weissberger Award, and John
Gassner Award. Her plays, including Silent Sky, and musicals have
been produced across the world, her anthology, Revolutionary
Women, is published by Bloomsbury and she hosts the podcast
"How To Playwright." She is an Emory and NYU graduate, a
screenwriter, musical book writer, and children's author who lives
in London. LaurenGunderson.com | @LalaTellsAStory

HANNA HAGERTY (Assistant Stage Manager) is very excited to
be returning to Asolo Repertory Theatre! Her previous Asolo Rep
credits include Agatha Christie’s The Mirror Crack’d and All is
Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1974 as Assistant Stage Manager,
Much Ado About Nothing on Tour as Stage Manager, and Crazy
for You and Dial M for Murder as Stage Management Apprentice.
Other credits include Ring of Fire and The 39 Steps at Drury Lane
Theatre in Oakbrook, IL. She’d like to thank her parents, family,
friends, and partner for their unwavering support, and Asolo Rep
for welcoming her back!

MICHELLE HART (Hair, Wig, and Makeup Design) designs for
Asolo Repertory Theatre and the FSU/Asolo Conservatory. Other
credits: Sarasota Ballet, Palm Beach DramaWorks, freeFall
Theatre, Urbanite Theatre, Florida Studio Theatre, Westcoast Black
Theatre Troupe, Banyan Theatre, Ruth Eckerd Hall, Venice Theatre,
Dorset Theatre, Barrington Stage, and Open Stage Theatre.
She has also done hair and/or make-up for Joan Rivers, Doris
Roberts, Martin Short, Jane Russell, Arlene Dahl, Soledad Villamil,
Jane Pauley, Richard Dreyfuss, Castille Langdon, Christopher
Higgins, Justin Long, and Paul Downs. Music videos: “Second
Chance” by Shinedown, “Reverse Cowgirl” by T-Pain. Film and
television: The Loyalists, Lady of the Manor, The Real Stephen
Blatt, and Paradise, FL.
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THE CREATIVES

URSULA KWONG-BROWN (Sound Design & Original Music) is
excited to make her debut at Asolo Repertory Theatre. Previous
designs include: the world premiere of Stonewall with NYC Opera,
King Lear at the Wallis Annenberg Center in Los Angeles, La
Cage Aux Folles at Pasadena Playhouse, and Native Gardens
at Merrimack. As a composer, her work has been performed at
Carnegie Hall, Miller Theatre, le Poisson Rouge, the Victoria & Albert
Museum, and the National Portrait Gallery in London, as well as by
festivals and ensembles across the country and around the world.
Ursula received her Ph.D. from UC Berkeley and her B.A. from
Columbia University. More info at www.ursulakwongbrown.com

BRIAN J. LILIENTHAL (Lighting Design) has designed over 350
productions including: 60 productions at Actors Theatre of Louisville
(including over 25 world premieres), Alley Theatre, Arden Theatre
Company, Arizona Theatre Company, Capital Rep, Commonwealth
Shakespeare Co, Cincinnati Playhouse in the Park, Cleveland
Playhouse, GEVA Theatre Center, Gloucester Stage, Hartford Stage,
The Huntington Theatre, The Kennedy Center, Merrimack Rep (40
productions), Milwaukee Rep, Pasadena Playhouse, Playmakers
Repertory Theatre, South Coast Repertory, SpeakEasy Stage, and
over 30 productions at Trinity Repertory Company, among others.
Opera: Long Beach Opera, Portland Opera (ME), Bard Summer
Scape, and Berkshire Opera. He has won the Los Angeles Ovation
Award for lighting design, as well as the 2016 Artistic Achievement
Award from Merrimack Rep, and has been nominated multiple
times for Boston’s IRNE and Norton Awards. BFA: Emerson College.
MFA: California Institute of the Arts. Mr. Lilienthal teaches lighting
design at Tufts University. He is an in-demand drummer in the
Boston area working with country, indie-folk, jump blues, rockabilly,
and americana bands in both live and recording situations.

LAWRENCE E. MOTEN Il (Scenic Design) is making his design
debut with Asolo Repertory Theatre. He works nationally, and
his work has been seen on Broadway with Chicken and Biscuits
(Circle in the Square) and off-Broadway with Patience (Second
Stage) and STEW (Page 73). Recently he made his Washington
National Opera debut with Treemonisha; other opera credits
include productions at Santa Fe Opera, InSeries, Central City
Opera, and Wolf Trap Opera. Regionally, his work has been seen
at Shakespeare DC with Merry Wives (Helen Hayes Nomination),
ten shows at The Old Globe in San Diego, and the West Coast
premiere of Purpose at La Jolla Playhouse. He designed Little Miss
Perfect and Senior Class, two world premiere musicals at Olney
Theatre. He is a proud member of USA 829. Motendesigns.com
IG: @motendesigns

6 | asolorep.org

MURNANE CASTING (Casting) casts for Broadway, tours, and
regional theatre. Current and recent projects include: TINA-The
Tina Turner Musical, Dear Evan Hansen, Mrs. Doubffire, The
Sound of Music, How the Grinch Stole Christmas, and Kinky
Boots. Developmental work includes: Anne of Green Gables,
The Boy Who Loved Batman, and Fremont Ave. Murnane Casting
regularly collaborates with major theatres nationwide, including:
Arena Stage, Asolo Repertory Theatre, Bay Street, Denver
Center, Goodspeed, and The Hollywood Bowl. Learn more at
www.MurnaneCasting.com.

PETER ROTHSTEIN (Producing Artistic Director) directed Fiddler
on the Roof, The US Premiere of The Unfriend, Come from Away,
Ken Ludwig’s Lady Molly of Scotland Yard (World Premiere),
Twelve Angry Men: A New Musical, Inherit the Wind, Man of
La Mancha, Sweeney Todd, and Ragtime at Asolo Repertory
Theatre. He works extensively as a director of theatre, musicals,
opera, and new work development. For 25 years, Rothstein
served as the founding Artistic Director of Theater Latté Da, a
Minneapolis-based company dedicated to new and adventurous
music-theater. Other collaborations include: the Guthrie Theater,
Children’s Theatre Company, Ten Thousand Things, and Seattle’s
5th Avenue, as well as the Minnesota Opera, Boston Lyric Opera,
Florida Grand Opera, and Chicago Opera Theater. Rothstein is the
creator of All is Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914, which had
its off-Broadway debut in 2018, receiving the Drama Desk Award
for Unique Theatrical Experience. Rothstein served on the board
of directors for the National Alliance for Musical Theatre, Alive
and Kickin’, and the Twin Cities’ lvey Awards. He holds degrees
in Music and Theater from St. John’s University and an MFA in
Directing from the University of Wisconsin-Madison.

NICOLE JESCINTH SMITH (Costume Design) has both a Master’s
of Fine Arts (Univ. of Tennessee, '06) and a Bachelor’s of Fine Arts
(Univ. of Miami, '03) in Theatrical Costume Design. In 2020, she
received an Emmy Nomination in Period Costume alongside the
amazing design team for Pose Season two. Ms. Smith has worked
on everything from Broadway to the Metropolitan Opera. Recently
Nicole was the costume designer on Season one of The Chair
Company (HBO). In 2026, her design was featured at The Denver
Center for the Performing Arts in the world premiere of Godspeed.
Ms. Smith also returned to The Alley to design Fences for their
2025-2026 Season. She is currently designing Season two of
the hit Netflix series Forever in LA. Nicole continues to further
her costume artistry in television & film, theatre, commercials,
and live performance and is delighted to design another Lauren
Gunderson world premiere for her Asolo Rep debut.

SUMMER DAWN WALLACE (Intimacy Coordinator) is returning
to Asolo Repertory Theatre for her third season as Intimacy
Coordinator, with past productions including: Come from Away,
Intimate Apparel, Beautiful: The Carole King Musical, Anna in
the Tropics, and Dial M for Murder. She is a founder of Urbanite
Theatre and serves as its Producing Artistic Director. Urbanite
directing credits include: Monsters of the American Cinema,
Scorch, Athena, Dry Land, Birds of North America, Northside

asolorep I

Hollow, Spaceman, No One is Forgotten, The Apiary, and the world
premiere of Westminster. Regional credits include 1st Stage,
Vashon Repertory Theatre, Florida Repertory Theatre, Mad Cow
Theatre, and Cumberland County Playhouse. She serves as Board
Vice President of the Florida Professional Theatre Association and
Adjunct Faculty at FSU/Asolo Conservatory.

asolorep_______

EDUCATION

& Engagement

Created in partnership with the [FSILI | ASOLO CONSERVATORY

Conceived by Terrance Jackson
Directed by Joz Vammer

Shakespeare45: Rom-Com is a fast-paced, 45-minute
celebration of Shakespeare at his most charming — filled
with witty banter, mistaken identities, physical comedy, and a
host of unforgettable lovers and fools. Featuring iconic scenes,
sonnets, soliloquies, and songs, the show highlights the humor
and playful chaos that define Shakespeare’s comedies, where
romance is only part of the fun.

Recommended for audiences in grade 7 through adults.

AT T

/(IEAN STAL <

The

Written by James Monaghan and Terrance Jackson
Directed by Gat Brindisi

A castle in the clouds, a terrifying giant menacing the land, and
a special young person facing the greatest adventure of their
life with nothing but three magic beans and whatever courage
they can dig up. Experience the beloved tale of Jack and the
Beanstalk in this brand-new, thrilling adaptation that asks us
all to dream bigger and climb higher.

Recommended for grades k-6 and their families.

SEPTEMBER - DECEMBER 2026 | More info at asolorep.org/education-engagement
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A NOTE FROM THE DIRECTOR

BY SEAN DANIELS

LAUREN GUNDERSON is one of the greatest

playwrights of our time.

Many people think that’s because she gets
produced so much.

Sure, I'll give you that. Yes, she has been the most
produced playwright in our country for multiple
years in the past decade. Yes, she played all
across our country, NYC and London.

But | think she’s the greatest because she’s
always one step ahead of the zeitgeist. She was
writing stories about women in history who had
changed the world but hadn’t gotten the credit
they deserve...15 years ago. Now, that’s basically
a genre unto itself.

So, what is she up to here? Showing us how
Shakespeare was ahead of his time.

Yes, if you want to see it, Lady Disdain is a modern
version of Much Ado About Nothing—and if you
don’t want to see it, you don’t need to.

And yes, if you want to see that Lawrence Moten’s
set is inspired by the Globe Theatre, it is—and if
you don’t want to see that, that’s ok also.

But what is impossible to miss is what is central
to both Lady Disdain and Much Ado: the role that
shame plays publicly and privately in kee
sick and the patriarchy in place.

And this is where Lauren Gunderso

of the greatest. She’s writing abou
that Shakespeare was talking about 4
ago—as well as a subject we are just be
to understand—and doing it i E * "B
like it’s ripped from the headlines. Be -2

Internet shaming, doxxing, anc o

moments for the public feel like S 1
just created in the last 20 years

Ado, both Claudio and Don |
shame Hero at her wedding,

most public forum they ha

Sure, they could have te
but where’s the group n
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that? Where are the likes and shares? Where’s
the opportunity to present yourself as the moral
standard, the arbiter of correctness, regardless of
(or despite) the accuracy of information?

And as we go through the show, you'll see there’s a
recovery subplot. There is no larger subject where
shame literally keeps people sick than recovery
stories. Alcoholism was technically nhamed a
disease in the late 50’s...but is still nowhere near
as thought about as diabetes, cancer, or HIV—
other diseases you wouldn’t dare keep quiet about
and hope they go away.

So, what does Ms. Gunderson have to say
about all this? She does what she does best:
she talks about it without preaching. She enters
the conversation without dominating it. She
charms you into accidentally learning something.
She shows us that the problems of today are
the problems of 400 years ago—and while that
may not solve them for us, it does make it seem
less like a new enemy

we’ve never met

before. And that’s

a lot.

AsC

\

CLICK YOUR HEELS,
ADVENTURE AWAITS!

YOUTH EDITION




HUMANITY IS A
GIDDY THING

BY JAMES MONAGHAN (2

The backdrop of Shakespeare’s Much
Ado About Nothing is the end of a war
between humans. In Lauren Gunderson’s
modern remaking, the backdrop is a battle
between vampires and witches. Or...at least
a battle of the sexes between the performers
working at the audio studio where this
smash-hit romantasy novel is being recorded.

So, what’s “romantasy” anyway?

Trace the etymology of “fantasy,” and
you’ll end up with the Ancient Greek verb
“phantazein,” which means “to make visible.”
Thus, when we daydream or fantasize,
thoughts are made visible in our minds’
eye. Fantasy bridges two worlds, the one
we inhabit, governed by physics and human
people, and the one we long for, where the
impossible becomes possible.

In a literary sense, the genre of fantasy is
distinct from fiction. While both are imagined,

V\/’\\_UQY“ S\;)Lespeare

(The like, OG fantasy King) 1/

fiction generally operates within the rules
of reality and utilizes familiar settings you
could perhaps visit. Ask the Encyclopedia
Britannica for examples of fantasy, and it will
offer A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William
Shakespeare (male, 1600), Jonathan Swift’s
Gulliver’s Travels (male, 1726), J.R.R. Tolkien’s
The Lord of the Rings (male, 1954), T.H.
White’s classic Arthurian legend The Once
and Future King (male, 1958), and... Sarah J.
Maas’s A Court of Thorns and Roses (female,
2015). These examples demonstrate at least
two things: that the genre has fascinated us
for many years, and that until recently, it has
been very much a boys' club.

Enter romantasy. 3338990 )

A portmanteau of “fantasy” and “romance,”
romantasy blends epic world-building
with stories centered on love, desire, and
relationships. And unlike traditional fantasy,
this space is largely shaped by women. A
survey of The New York Times bestseller lists
over the last three years demonstrates that
the subgenre is overwhelmingly dominated by
female writers. Rebecca Yarros and Sarah J.
Maas are far and away the most popular, but
Danielle L. Jensen, Jennifer L. Armentrout,
Callie Hart, and Carissa Broadbent have also

!'\ do \ove (\o’\'»\.\f\g
in the wovld 'S'°
WC\_\_ 3s )lou.

-,

—

O\( 3
Pecommended T Sarah J. Maas

o A Court of Thorns and Roses ~

o Fourth Wing -~ Rebecca Yarros
o The Serpent and the
- Carissa Rroadbent

experienced massive success. Driven in large
part by online communities like BookTok,
romantasy has become one of the most
commercially successful literary genres
today, outselling even traditional fantasy. In
other words, if you aren’t reading it, chances
are good you know someone who is.

But romantasy’s significance goes beyond
sales. While sorcery and sensuality technically
define the genre, at the center of nearly
all these stories are powerful women with
the agency and ability to control their own
fate. Certainly, a change of pace from T.H.
White’s Guinevere or the women in Tolkien's
fellowship.

With Lauren Gunderson, one of the most
produced playwrights in the U.S. for much
of the last decade, we are in expert hands to
explore this exciting genre—in all meanings
of the word. Through Lauren’s witty dialogue
and smoldering relationships, you may also
discover what romantasy’s appeal reveals
about us and how we might have changed
since Shakespeare’s time... or not. For, as
Shakespeare observed in Much Ado more
than 400 years ago, “Man is a giddy thing...”
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Donor Spotlight

Ellen and Richard Sandor

We are honored to support Asolo Repertory Theatre.
Each season reflects the vibrant spirit of Sarasota through
compelling storytelling, outstanding artistry, and a deep
connection to the community. We are grateful to be part of
such an inspiring cultural institution.

Corporate Sponsors

% LocaliQ | Herald-Tribune

SARASOTA
= POLO »

The Sarasota Herald-Tribune & LOCALIQ are committed to supporting local commerce,
enabling businesses to connect with customers where we live, work, and serve. We exist
to empower local businesses with the knowledge and marketing support through our deep
roots in the community, award-winning journalism, and industry-leading digital marketing
services that spark growth and confidence in their ability to thrive with our help.

Founded in 1991 as the first development in Lakewood Ranch, the Sarasota Polo Club has
become a popular destination and an important part of the Sarasota and Lakewood Ranch
social scenes. The 2026 Season of Sarasota Polo ended on Thursday, April 16th, and we
look forward to welcoming you for our 2027 Season of Sarasota Polo. More information
will be released in the fall of 2026. Please stay tuned! In addition to polo, the Sarasota
Polo Club’s spectacular grounds are home to a variety of community and social events
including theater events, sporting events, charity fundraisers, corporate meetings and
elegant weddings.

Tripletail Seafood & Spirits, a distinguished member of Gecko’s Hospitality Group, delivers
a dining experience that pairs coastal cuisine with disciplined hospitality. The restaurant
combines nautical-inspired design with tranquil, privacy-enhancing greenery walls
and a dramatic 10-foot waterfall, creating an elevated yet inviting setting that supports
consistent guest satisfaction across every visit. Recognized as a leading dining destination
in Sarasota, Tripletail has earned accolades for its seafood quality, oyster program, and
cocktail craftsmanship. Our operations emphasize quality control, sustainable sourcing,
and service excellence, ensuring reliable execution for both individual guests and organized
events. We look forward to welcoming you to a refined experience that reinforces our
commitment to great food, great people, and lasting community relationships.

DOUBLE YOUR IMPACT AT ASOLO REP

Thanks to an anonymous donor, every gift will be
MATCHED one to one. To learn more, please contact
development@asolo.org or 941.259.6211.
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Thank you to our generous donors for your new and increased gifts.
(Gifts pledged or received for the 2025-2026 season between September 1, 2025 and April 6, 2026).

FOUNDATION, CORPORATE,
PUBLIC PARTNERS

$25,000+

PNC

FOUNDATION

CORDELIA LEE
BEATTIE FOUNDATION

$5,000+

CALDWELL TRUST COMPANY
PERSONAL » TREATHTHINAL * INEWPENDONT

O TANDEM

CONSTRUCTION

APPLEBY CHARITABLE
FOUNDATION

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Investor $20,000+
Beverly L. Koski

Donna and Jeffrey Lenobel
Karen and Steve Sanger

Conductor $15,000+

Wes and Kim McDonald
John and Donna Moffitt
Greg and Belle Stikeleather
Geri and Ron Yonover

Co-Producer $7,500+
Anonymous

Howard Berman

Todd DeGarmo

Mike and Ellen Esposito
Jorgen and Esther Jensen
Joy McCann Foundation
Andra and Irwin Press
Michael Saunders

Steve and Judy Shank
Meredith and Patrick Smith

Benefactor $5,000+
Pat and Bob Baer
Darlene J. and Richard P.
Carroll Family Fund of the
Minneapolis Foundation
Thalia Dorwick
Robert and Anne Essner
Fr. Jeffrey Hamblin, MD
and Mark-Alan
Mark Hodgson and
James Courter
John and Linda Loewenberg
Joyce and Jim McAlpine
Ingrid Nutter
John O’Brien and
Ashley Ridlon

Christine and Gregory
Parseghian
Joe and Janice Reiser
Marilyn and Steve Rothschild
Carole and Mal Schwartz
Bayne and Jeanie Stevenson
Diane C. Weaver and
David Zaccardelli
Sally Weintraub
Marge and Irv Weiser
Patricia White,
Holmes Family Fund

Advocate $2,500+
Anonymous
Mr. and Mrs. George Allgair
Bob and Beverly Bartner
Laura Bjorkholm and
John C. Reece Il
Myrna Blume
Kathy G. Holmes, in loving
memory of David G. Holmes
Morris Hylton
Irene and Mark Kauffman
John and Nancy Kelly
David Kessler and
Susan Serling
Kathleen and Arthur Kessler
Steven James and
Karen Athena Lee
H.R. Nicholson
Lelia Palmieri
Roxanne Permesly
Jeanne and Gene Polarolo
William J Sim

Enthusiast $500+
Anonymous (2)
Elizabeth Abraham
David and Cynthia Abrams
Mary E. Alberts
Stephanie Arthur and
Michael Vlaisavljevich
Nancy Blackburn
Cookie Bloom
Fred Bloom, MD
Dr. Judith Boice and
Dr. Joan Carboni
Terry Brackett, in loving
memory of William Brackett
Ann and Stephen Bragg
Jadwiga and Donald Brown
Susan Buck, in loving
memory of Gigi Huberman
Susan Buck, in loving
memory of Howard Millman
Kevin and Paula Butler
David and Edith Chaifetz
Lou and Milly Chaykin

Terry and Susan
Cogger-Williams,
in honor of Peter Rothstein
Warren and Marie Colbert
Neal Colton and
Sharon Prizant
Deborah M. Cooley
Charitable Trust
Stacey and Michael Corley
Meredythe G. and Clayton C.
Daley, Jr. Family Fund
Mary Beth and Joe Donohue
Nancy Erskine
Thomas Esposito
Terence and Barbara Flannery
Michael and Jean Fletcher
Jane C. Fox
Suzan and Barry Friedman
Thomas and Martha Galek
Ed and Patsy Garno
Elaine Gordon
Cynthia Griffith
Kitty and Hanford Gross
Richard Guenther
Beverly Harms
Nancy Harris
William Hatz
Mark Hess and
Karen Hartman
Richard and Andrea Hearn
Alma M. Hirsch
Frank Huisking,
in honor of Charlie Huisking
Walt and Pam Hunt
Dawn and Tim Jackson
Barry Kabalkin and
Rochelle Gunner
Judy Kahn
Terry and Sally Kall
Ellen Kantro and Patricia Glunt
Ms. Terry Kees and
Mr. Terrence Defibaugh
Ed Keon and Pat Kennelly
Diane and Barry
Kirschenbaum
Drs. Kuperman and Maguire
Kathy and Allen Lenzmeier
Janet and Fred Leonberger
Joanie Lerner and Alan Levin
Ms. H. Lee Levins
Evie and Allen Lichter
Peter and Peggy Lowndes
Susan and Arthur Luger
Miles Marsh
Lou and Carolou Marquet
Wesley McCain
Robert and Lynda McGuire
Joseph and Holly McDonough

Jamie and Meg McLane
Bill McClure
Jamie and Meg McLane
Town and Carol Mink
Peter Moore
Judy and Bob Neiman
Helene and Gene Noble
Testamentary Fund
Marilyn Pinsky
Tere Reis
H. Joseph and Janice Reiser
Bill and Carilyn Reiter
Martin D. and Barbara H. Rich
Family Charitable Foundation
Jan Ryan
Marjorie Sandy, in loving
memory of William Sandy
Judy and David Schiffman
Steven and Rhona Schnoll,
Schnoll Media Consulting
Ed and Mary Schreck
Debbie Shapiro
Leon Sickles and
Donald Lara-Gagne
The Irvin L. Siegel Foundation
Maureen Shea and
Alan Rosenfield
Mark Smith
Mr. and Mrs. David Snyder
Dr. Stephen S. Stambler
Ruth Stoner
Noreene Storrie
John and Charlotte Suhler
Jackie and John Thompson
Ms. Diane Ziemke
Michael Zynda

Patron $125+
Anonymous (9)
Anonymous,
in honor of Gay Boylston
Janette S. Albrecht, MD
Andrea Anderson
Ronni and Shelly Aptekar
George and Laura Arnold
Dr. George and Nancy Bacall
Tom Bercal
Carol Bernasconi
Gloria Lavine Biberman
Elaine R Blum
Larry and Beverly Brown
Kelli, Kasie and Kenzie Buono,
in loving memory of
Bill Byrnes
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Burne
Rennie Carter, in honor of
Carole Schwartz
Cindy and Mick Chianese

continued
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Thank you to our generous donors for your new and increased gifts.

(Gifts pledged or received for the 2025-2026 season between September 1, 2025 and April 6, 2026).

Douglas and Janine Cohen

Kathryn Cooper, PA

Bob and Gretchen Dawson

Susan and Brian Debronsky

Mary Jo Deckro

Leon DeLieto, in honor of
Nancy Arbuckle

Stephen and Susan Delman

Michele and John Donley

Ellen and Peter Donshik

Wells Dow, in loving memory
of Leelie Dow

Peter Edelstein,
in honor of Steven Kalt
and Robert Heeren

Susan Farbman

Gary Farner

Fran and Gary Feldman

Judy and Rich Fine

Sheila Fleischer

Robert Germain

Janice Gilbert

Steven Gottlieb

Margaret Hallisy, in loving
memory of John Hallisey,
loving brother who loved
Musicals and Mysteries

Dr. Edward* and
Roberta Hamilton

Linda and Chris Hansen

Tina Hatch

Hans and Julia Heide

fepe s i
EDUCATION

& Engagement
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Angel Hissom, in loving
memory of Maurie and Jack
Joan Hyde and
James Keegan
Valerie Hyman
Ted and Jean Ingersoll
Alice Isenberg
Carole Kakos, in loving
memory of Michael
and Agnes Kakos
Bruce Kalt
Sandra Kamin
Alyssia Lazin Kapic
and Pavel Kapic
Stuart and Beth Katz
Gary Kauffman
Patrick Kenny and Ann Foxen
Marlene Kitchell
Gail and David Klein
Rob and Sharon Knapp
Kathryn Konrad
Mitch Lee and Linda Miller
Pepi and Kim Levene
Ann Z. Leventhal
and Jon Newman
Bob Maloney and Alan Trench
Ellen and Henry Mason
Kristin and Jim Matejcek, in
honor of Peter Rothstein
Kathleen F. McKown
Jean Montgomery, in loving
memory of William Byrnes

Melinda and Bob Morrissey
Drs. David and
Pearila Namerow
Susan and James Nelson
Rose and Dick Pears
Wendy Peck
Toby Port
Rita and William Probst
Richard Reston and
Brenda Griffiths
Barbara Rittner
Beverly Root
Michelle and Joe Rosenthal
Corinne Roth
Alan L. and Barbara J. Saabye
Barry and Deane Safir
Joyce Sambursky
Cindy Saunders
Jacqueline E. Schafer
Jay Silverman
Jerome Soble, in loving
memory of Marilyn Soble
Richard Sousa
The Coca-Cola Company
Samuel Tallman and
Mike Zuravel
Deborah Jean Thomson
Ron and Gayle Timmerman
Leon and Marysue Wechsler,
in loving memory of
Michael Tetmeyer
Leon and Marysue Wechsler,

in loving memory of
Marc Hirsch
Paul and Jo Weiner
WGA Golf Members, in loving
memory of Marc Hirsch
Robert J Yamartino and
Maxine Sclar
Nancy#* and Bill Yopp
Alexander and Raisa
Zilberman

Conservatory Benefactor
$5,000+
Gerald and Sondra Biller

Conservatory Enthusiast

$500+

Joyce and Jim McAlpine

Tom Lyons

Dr. R. Paul Urbanick

Paul Vincent, in loving
memory of Bill Byrnes

To support Asolo Rep

and the artists, contact
development@asolo.org
or call 941-315-9699

F in memoriam

to register
for our Summer Intensives

MIDDLE SCHOOL
Jul 6-10 « Grades 6-8 « 9AM - 4PM

HIGH SCHOOL
Jul 13-17 « Grades 9-12 « ]0AM - 5PM

COSTUME DESIGN
Jul 13-17 « Grades 8-12 « 9AM - 3PM

HIGH SCHOOL

Session 1: Jul 20-24 | Session 2: Jul 27-31
Grades 9-12 « 10AM - 5PM

Email education@asolo.org for more information.

@
@

STAFF

ARTISTIC
Producing Artistic Director
Peter Rothstein

Managing Director
Ross Egan

General Manager
Corinne Deckard ++

Director of New Works
and Dramaturgy
James Monaghan

Associate Artistic Director
Cat Brindisi

Associate General Manager
Crystal McCall

Cultural Competency Consultant
DeWanda Smith-Soeder

Company Manager
Cameron Thorp

Executive Assistant
Savannah Broshow

Artistic Administrator
Gabi Simon

Company Management
Apprentice
Carson Davis

BUSINESS OFFICE
Finance Director
Ron McDonough

Human Resource Director
Linda LaCaprucia

Business Associate
Ellen Dudley

Staff Accountant
Serena Phillips

OPERATIONS
Systems Administrator
Aron Lamerson

Facilities Manager
Shane Streight ++

DEVELOPMENT
Director of Development
Juliana Han Witt

Assistant Director of
Development
John Anderson

Individual Giving Manager
Cedric Blue Il

Development Associate,
Corporate Relations
Molly Maginn ++

Development Associate,
Grants and Communications
Kiley Snobeck

Development Operations
Associate
Rachel Morris

Special Events Manager
Kate Arion

EDUCATION & ENGAGEMENT
Education & Engagement
Director

Terrance Jackson

Education & Engagement
Associate Director
Yvette Kojic

Community Engagement
Coordinator
Delaney Eischen

MARKETING

Marketing &
Communications Director
Ruba Audeh

Associate Marketing &
Communications Director
Emiliano Mejias

Brand & Design Manager
Sherrie McKinley

Digital Communications
Specialist
Adriana Muhiz

Marketing Video &
Media Specialist
Adrian Van Stee

Graphic Designer &
Layout Coordinator
Kat Paraspolo

PATRON SERVICES
Ticket Services Manager
Mike Jones

Assistant Ticket
Services Managers
Jennie Coburn,
LaWanda Green

House Services Manager
Karen Collins

Front of House Managers
Tom Aposporos,
Nancy Milligan

Customer Service
Representatives

Ben Daniels, Makayla Hunter,
Hannah Owen, Katie Stone,
Heidi Thomas

PRODUCTION
Director of Production
Mike Rodgers

Associate Production Manager
Emily Lowney

Technical Director
Daniel Kilgore

Associate Technical Director
Morgan Hemgrove

Scene Shop Foreman
Peter MacBeth

Assistant Shop Foreperson
Jordan Quiles

Senior Properties Master
Frank J. Paul

Assistant Properties Master
Anna Baldwin Lack

Property Artisans
Bill Fenner +, Garrett Wilson

Scenic Charge Artist
Joann Waters-Atkins +++

Assistant Scenic Artist
Peter Everly

Painters
Abby Knauber, Paige Spizzo

Scenic Craftsman
Taj Medeiros, JR Lallemand

BACKSTAGE CREW
Master Stage Carpenter
Christian Wadman

Master Sound Engineer
Matthew Parker +++

Audio 1
Carter Erickson

Audio 2
Alexa Barber

Master Electrician
Will Johnson

Assistant Master Electrician
Sam Crowe

Wardrobe Supervisor/
Hair, Wigs, Makeup
Jonathan Hall

Wardrobe Head
Chelsea Allen

Theatre Properties Head
Lew Jones

Stagehands
Geovi Urias, Quinn Nilon

COSTUME SHOP
Costume Shop Manager
David M. Covach +++

Assistant Costume
Shop Manager
Jordan Jeffers

Resident Hair/Wig &
Makeup Designer
Michelle Hart ++

LLead Draper
Laine June Marr +

Drapers
Jessica Hayes,
Skyler Niedziela

LLead Cutter/First Hand
Teresa Consolvo ++

First Hands
Kris Grooms, Christine Fenner

Lead Stitcher
Maureen Klein ++

Stitchers

Meg Carlson, Kathy Ellingson,
Sophie Rowles, June-Elisabeth
Taylor +++, Cassidy Van Brink

Dyer-Crafts Artist
Sarah Cox

STAGE MANAGEMENT
Production Stage Manager
Kimberly Ann McCann

ADDITIONAL PRODUCTION
CREDITS

Production Assistant

Audrey Dixon

Assistant Costume Design
Sydney Gallas

Stage Management Apprentice
Hannah Kate Hawver

Casting
Chad Eric Murnane, CSA &
Amber Snead, CSA, Aly Wein

Many thanks to these staff
members for their years of
service with Asolo Rep.

+ 10 plus years

++ 20 plus years
+++ 30 plus years
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SEASON

asolorep

ASOLO REPERTORY THEATRE

Subscriptions on sale now

MAIN STAGE:

Renew or become a Subscriber
for 5 shows in the Mertz Theatre!

AUGUST WILSON'S
M. RA'NEYZ

BLACK BOTTOM

NOV 21, 2026 - JAN 2, 2027 JAN 15 - FEB 4, 2027

ks )

WORLD PREMIERE

THE DAY THE KEN LUDWIGS

; » —- <
" | BASKERVILLE
e 3 2 A SHERLOCK HOLMES
_3 .

CAME TO TOWN OMYSTERY

FEB 12 - MAR 4, 2027 MAR 27 - APR 24, 2027 MAY 7 - MAY 30, 2027

SECOND STAGE3 See 3 shows in the Cook Theatre for as little as $99.

: \
\\35“0@3\\_%&

Provenance
A LIUE RADIO PLAY

DEC 5, 2026 - JAN 3, 2027 FEB 27 - MAR 21, 2027 APR 24 - MAY 16, 2027
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Subscribers Save!

And Other Great Benefits...

e Guaranteed seating

Lock in your favorite seats before performances sell out.

e Best pricing
Subscribers receive the best prices up front.

« Fee-Free* ticket exchanges
up to 24-hours prior to show time.

*If moving to a higher priced ticket, Subscriber is responsible for the difference.

» Save on additional tickets
to any of the productions.

Enhance Your Experience

Post-Show Discussions

Asolo Rep post-show discussions are
15-minute conversations with a cast member,
offering a chance to reflect on the production.
They are held on select Wednesday and
Sunday Matinees.

IllumiNation Speaker Series
The lllumiNation Series features expert-led,
post-show conversations that explore the
themes of our productions. Each event provides
deeper theatrical context, highlights key ideas,
and invites audience perspectives. Join us for
August Wilson’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, The
Day the Circus Came to Town, and Provenance.

Single tickets on

sale September 8

Out@AsoloRep

Sarasota’s premier cultural event connecting the
LGBTQIA+ communities with fantastic theatre. This
subscription comes with a pre-show reception.

ASL Interpreted Performances
Experience theatre in American Sign Language! We
partner with VisCom, an RID-affiliated professional
sign language interpreting agency, to offer an
ASL-interpreted performance for every show in

our season. Performance dates and times are

listed on our website. To purchase tickets for an
ASL-interpreted performance, please email us at
boxoffice@asolo.org and request seating in view of
the interpreters.

941.351.8000
asolorep.org/subscribe




Subscribe Today!
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